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American women are what this coun-
try must defend. I am here to say, 
‘‘Enough,’’ and to defend it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the scheduled 
vote occur immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 6, Maria 
Araujo Kahn, of Connecticut, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Second Circuit. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Brian Schatz, 
Tina Smith, Elizabeth Warren, Tim 
Kaine, Ron Wyden, Patty Murray, 
Richard Blumenthal, Chris Van Hollen, 
Martin Heinrich, Jack Reed, Chris-
topher A. Coons, Alex Padilla, Chris-
topher Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Benjamin L. Cardin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Maria Araujo Kahn, of Connecticut, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for 
the Second Circuit, shall be brought to 
a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY), the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. FETTERMAN), and the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are nec-
essarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) and the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE) would 
have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 24 Ex.] 

YEAS—50 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 

Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 

Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 

Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 

Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—6 

Brown 
Casey 

Fetterman 
Moran 

Sanders 
Vance 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCHATZ). On this vote, the yeas are 50, 
the nays are 44. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Maria Araujo 
Kahn, of Connecticut, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Second 
Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska. 

SOUTHERN BORDER 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, in 

April, Border Patrol agents encoun-
tered an unaccompanied 2-year-old boy 
at the southern border of Texas. Let 
me read you part of what the Customs 
and Border Protection released: 

The boy, a Honduran national, who had 
lost his shoe in the mud while crossing, was 
traveling within a group of 38 individuals. 
Agents questioned the group to obtain any 
information on the boy—however, no one 
claimed to know the child. 

In 2022, CBP arrested at least six 
dozen convicted violent sex offenders— 
many of them child sex abusers—ac-
cording to media releases. Vulnerable, 
unaccompanied children, as well as 
young women traveling alone, draw 
criminals like these to our country. 
They want to take advantage of the 
chaos overwhelming our border. 

Our border has become a hotbed of 
criminal activity, especially of traf-
ficking helpless women and children. 

Last month, I came before you to ad-
dress the deadly effects of drug traf-
ficking across our border on American 
citizens. But the out-of-control situa-
tion at our border puts migrants in 
danger too. The effect of these numbers 
on children is just heartbreaking. 

And 2022 beat the record for the num-
ber of unaccompanied migrant children 
encountered by Border Patrol, an over-
whelming 152,057. The State Depart-
ment reported this year that child sex 
tourism is expanding in the border cit-
ies of Mexico. 

The Biden administration claims 
that its laissez-faire border policies 

stem from valuing immigrants, but the 
choices it has made have worsened con-
ditions for those trying to migrate to 
the United States. 

On his first day in office, President 
Biden ended the national emergency 
declaration at the border, halted con-
struction on the border wall, and 
scaled back ICE enforcement. The very 
next month, the President canceled the 
Trump administration’s asylum proce-
dures, a move that aggravated the rush 
at the border. President Biden rein-
stated wide-scale catch-and-release 
practices, requiring border officials to 
release unprocessed migrants into our 
country while they await court hear-
ings. 

Since President Biden’s inaugura-
tion, 4.5 million people have arrived at 
our border. Last week, the President of 
the National Border Patrol Council 
told me he estimates that 7 million 
more migrants will arrive by the time 
Biden’s term ends. 

Folks, that would mean a total of 11 
million migrant encounters during the 
Biden administration. That number is 
larger than the population of 43 of the 
States in our Union. 

Despite the damage that the Presi-
dent has done at the border, he dedi-
cated a total of 1 minute out of last 
week’s 75-minute State of the Union 
Address to discussing immigration—1 
minute. President Biden didn’t even 
present any substantive solutions to 
our border problems. 

This administration is unable to 
manage the surges of immigrants it 
has welcomed to our border, so the 
President has cut corners left and 
right. Biden officials have weakened 
vital safety measures, including 
waiving certain background check re-
quirements for the adult sponsors of 
unaccompanied migrant children. Peo-
ple entrusted with the care of unac-
companied children no longer have to 
undergo public record and sex offender 
registry checks, all in the interest of 
moving migrants into our country and 
out of Federal custody more quickly. 
The Department of Health and Human 
Services also has no way to track these 
children or ensure their well-being 
after they are placed with sponsors. 
The President’s indifference to border 
safety and security means that abusers 
and traffickers have easy access to 
helpless kids. 

From the very beginning, President 
Biden’s campaign promises to loosen 
border security rallied waves of mi-
grants to make that treacherous trip 
north. Biden promised hope, but let’s 
be clear—the reality is that this jour-
ney is one of suffering, whether it is 
forced labor, sex trafficking, or death. 
It has encouraged more criminals to 
take advantage of that frenzy. 

The Biden administration has yet to 
resecure the border, and it has yet to 
form a serious plan to remedy the prob-
lems it has created. It has taken 2 full 
years for the administration to produce 
what I think is a silly smartphone app, 
funded by your taxpayer dollars, to 
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